The Roxbury Inland Wetlands Commission

Roxbury, Connecticut

MINUTES

Regular Meeting 

March 25, 2008

Members Present: Mr. Dirienzo, Ms. Napier, Mr. Ketchum, Mr. Horrigan, Mr. Cava

Alternates Present: Ms. Fitch, Ms. O’Conner, Mr. Schade

Others Present: Mr. DiViesta, Mr. Kellerman, Ms. Henry, Mr. McDonald, Mr. George, Ms. Brown, Mr. Laski, Mr. Simanski, Mr. Newman, Mr. Sanford

Mr. Dirienzo called the meeting to order at 7:30 PM. 

CONSIDERATION OF MINUTES

The approval of minutes from the Regular Meeting of February 26, 2008 

MOTION: To approve the minutes of the February 26, 2008 Regular Meeting. By Mr. Horrigan, seconded by Ms. Napier and passed 4-0. Mr. Cava abstained due to his absence at the February 26th meeting. 

WEO REPORT 

Mr. Dirienzo reported that there had not been any violations and that two non-regulated permits had been given this month. 

COMMUNICATION  

Mr. Dirienzo confirmed distribution and discussed correspondence from UCONN Land Use Academy and regarding the River Management Seminar. 

OLD BUSINESS 

Town of Roxbury/Squire Road – Squire Road Rehabilitation

Mr. Cava noted his concern regarding the stone headwall on page 4 of the map that is being removed and replaced with a precast concrete wall. He questioned whether this would become an issue with the property owner. Mr. Dirienzo agreed to discuss this with Mr. Sax and that if there was an issue with the design it would need to be addressed with the First Selectman. 

MOTION: To approve the application of Town of Roxbury/Squire Road – Squire Road Rehabilitation as a regulated activity. By Mr. Cava, seconded by Mr. Horrigan and passed 5-0.

Janet McDonald/6 Baker Road – Install storm pipe

Dennis McDonald noted that he would not be installing the storm pipe and would be withdrawing this application. He confirmed that he would resubmit an application for the barn. Mr. Horrigan noted that he viewed the property and that the wetlands had not been flagged. Mr. McDonald explained that the larger footprint for the barn has been staked which is 75 feet off the brook. He confirmed that the driveway would not be redirected. 

Janet McDonald/45 Moosehorn Road – Install driveway

Dennis McDonald submitted a revised map entitled Driveway Plan dated 2/12/08 which Mr. Dirienzo noted would be referred to as Plan B. Ron George, Professional Engineer, presented the plan and confirmed that the purpose of the application is to gain access to the back portion of the property. Mr. McDonald confirmed that his purpose is not to subdivide, but to possibly build a barn or and accessory home on the additional accessed property. Mr. George confirmed as a Professional Engineer that based upon the Soil County Survey that there were no wetlands on the property other than the shared pond; however, noted that this had not been confirmed by a soil scientist.  

It was discussed that as agreed at the previous meeting a stockpile area, limits of disturbance, and all other requirements as per Section 7 of the Regulations should be included on the plan. The Commission presented Mr. George with a copy of Section 7. The Commission noted that the wetlands should be flagged on the entire property, the entire lot should be shown on the map with a definitive stopping point of the driveway and the volume of fill required should be calculated. The increased run off into the pond should be calculated. There should be no increase for a 50-year storm. 

Mr. McDonald agreed to call when the wetlands are flagged so that Ms. Fitch and Ms. O’Conner could do the site walk. He noted that the centerline of the driveway has already been staked. He confirmed that no blasting would take place and this would be a gravel driveway. 

Mr. George confirmed that no planning or zoning permits were required; however, a driveway permit would be needed. Ms. O’Conner questioned whether this would be a zoning issue since the bridge structure was within feet of the property line. Mr. George agreed to look into this question. He also confirmed that this plan is a feasible and prudent alternative to the first plan.  

Concerns regarding the abutting neighbor were discussed due to the shared pond. Mr. Dirienzo noted that affects would be evaluated; however, the neighbor should be notified of the proposed activity. If deemed necessary a public hearing would need to be called by the next meeting. 

Pat Sziklai/28 Garnet Road – Tree cutting, stumping and grading

Mr. Dirienzo reviewed the history of this project and noted that trees have been previously cut within the 50-foot right of way of the Town. He explained that there are wetlands located across the street that could potentially be affected by this if the hill is not stabilized.  

Frank Laski of FSM explained the plan to plant 10 eight-foot Hemlocks by the road in an effort to remedy this issue. A silt fence will be used until the hill is stabilized. He agreed to allow the Town the opportunity to confirm that these trees would not be planted too close to the road. Additionally, 13 more trees located closer to the house are to be removed, stumped, leveled, seeded and hayed. 

The Commission determined that this would not be a regulated activity. 

Deborah Brown/96 Squire Road – Horse-riding arena

Ms. Brown confirmed for the Commission that there would be no surface added to the riding arena and that it will be left as grass. She noted that this was a much smaller ring that is to be expanded; however, the previous engineer could not direct the water properly. She noted that Mr. Neff’s plans are to direct the water around the back of the ring. 

Ms. Fitch and Ms. O’Conner reported on their site walk and felt that there has been work done since the pool was put in. They noted the farm fence that was put in the wetland area and felt that the arena was newly graded. Ms. Brown confirmed that there had not been any work done since the pool and explained that the fence was added to allow the horses to graze. Mr. Dirienzo noted that the $350 permit fee would be required for the work done by the previous engineer without a permit.  

The Commission discussed the issue of the horses grazing in the wetlands. Mr. Cava noted that horse grazing is a right of use per the Regulations and that fencing is not included with the exceptions regarding this right of use. 

MOTION: To approve the application of Deborah Brown/96 Squire Road – Horse-riding arena as a regulated activity. By Mr. Dirienzo, seconded by Mr. Cava and passed 5-0.

NEW BUSINESS
Fulling/18 Falls Road-Accessory Apartment

Mr. Cava excused himself. Ms. O’Conner was seated for Mr. Cava. 

Paul Simanski, Agent, submitted a map entitled Proposed Guest House Plot Plan dated 10/24/07.  He reviewed the plan with the Commission noting that the existing barn would be removed from its current location and moved 10 feet further from the wetlands to be replaced with an apartment with the same footprint. The proposal would be a total of 98 feet from the wetlands. The existing driveway would be extended 30-40 feet. 

Mr. Ketchum and Ms. Napier agreed to view the site. 

Belbusti/35 South Street-Pesticide application to pond

The Commission confirmed receipt and reviewed application forwarded by the DEP to apply pesticide to the pond. 

Brownridge/50 Apple Lane-Fencing and Landscaping of pool

Shane Newman of Yard Apes reviewed the plan to landscape and install a safety fence around the pool. He noted that the wetlands are flagged and that the proposed fence would be a combination of split rail and post fencing with wire mesh. The proposed fence is to cut through the wetlands and to be installed by pounding into the ground with a sledgehammer. 

The Commission felt that a feasible alternative to the fence going through the wetlands would be to place it outside the wetlands. Mr. Horrigan, Ms. Fitch, and Ms. O’Conner felt that it should be placed 10-15 feet from the pool. Mr. Dirienzo felt that 10 feet from the wetlands would be satisfactory. The Commission agreed that the applicant was aware of the limitations of the property when the pool was approved. Mr. Newman agreed to discuss alternatives with the applicant. 

Town of Roxbury/Judd’s Bridge-Rehabilitation

Max Sanford submitted a map entitled Roadway Plan dated March 2008. He reviewed the plan to rehabilitate the upper portion of the bridge because it has become a public safety hazard due to deterioration. He noted that there would not be any work within the water or flood plains and there would not be any grading done. He explained that that a temporary easement for tress rehabilitation would be necessary to sandblast and paint the tresses within an enclosed containment area. He explained that this could be accomplished on the bridge but it would take three times longer and would cost three times more. Mr. Sanford confirmed that the neighbors have been notified of this application. 

MOTION: To approve the application of the Town of Roxbury/Judd’s Bridge-Rehabilitation contingent that no one files a complaint within 15 days. By Mr. Dirienzo, seconded by Ms. Napier and passed 5-0.
Roy/31 Booth Road – In-ground Pool
Laurie, a representative from Scott Pools, explained that a new application has been submitted along with a revised map entitled Partial Site Plan dated 3/18/08. The revised plan places the pool 130 feet from the wetlands, which is outside the regulated area. 

MOTION: To approve the application of Roy/31 Booth Road – In-ground Pool as a nonregulated activity. By Mr. Dirienzo, seconded by Mr. Horrigan and passed 5-0.
Region 12-Reconstruction of the Shepaug High School Track

The Commission reviewed this notification from Washington. Ms. O’Conner noted that she was concerned about mercury. Mr. Dirienzo suggested that she write a letter expressing her concerns to the Town of Washington. 

MOTION: To adjourn the meeting at 9:34 PM. By Mr. Ketchum, seconded by Mr. Horrigan and passed 5-0. 

By: ​​​​​​_______________________________

        Tai Kern, Clerk

cc: B. Henry, R. Lowe, R. Dirienzo, P. Hurlbut, R. Falconer, J. Pierpont, R. Munson, G. McTaggart and H. Rawson. 


Minutes are filed subject to approval by the Roxbury Inland Wetlands Commission.                                                       
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